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Great Brak takes on new meaning...

This little village, just a few kilometres from both Mossel Bay 
and George, is without doubt tranquil and beautiful.

Great Brak has unspoilt beaches, a lagoon that is safe to swim 
in and stunning sea views.

The stillness experienced along the banks of the Great Brak 
river, which also offers a number of picnic spots, has led to 
this little village being much sought after by those wanting to 
escape from it all.

Great Brak is called such because of the 
brackish water of the Brak Rivers – the  
lagoon mouth is divided into two sandy 
channels with a small island between them.

Great Brak River Routes (including Little Brak River, Friemersheim and Glentana)

www.greatbrak.info

• Stok en Hoed  
  Short Walks
• Fragrance Route
• Cycling Routes
• Art Route

www.greatbrak.info

 CyCling Routes

  Fragrance Route (36.5 km) Moderate
Start at the Peperboom restaurant in Long Street, turn left on to 
Amy Searle – straight on until end of tar (12 km) keep going until 
Friemersheim (18 km). Follow this road to Blesbok turn off and 
then back to Great Brak River.

  uitspan Route (20 km) easy
Start from Charles Rd. in front of Pick n Pay. Continue on Charles 
until you hit gravel road – stay on this road for 8.7 km. Turn right 
at crossing and follow road for 12 km. Turn right on R102 towards 
Great Brak. Turn right onto Voorbrugweg (gravel) – steep downhill 
into Mossienes. Turn right into Mossienes, right onto Stasie, and 
right onto Charles.

  Perdeplaas Route (39 km) Moderate
Start from Charles Rd. in front of Pick n Pay. Continue on Charles 
until you hit gravel road – continue a further 8.7 km. Turn left at 
crossing and follow road for 2.2 km. Turn right – follow road for 
6.5 km (17 km until here). Turn right – follow road until you reach 
Bygracealone. Turn right and after 3.4 km turn left, continue on to 
Morrison, then to Stasie, finishing at Charles.

  Poeding Pad (20 km) easy
From the corner of Sandhoogte and Long, cycle along Sandhoogte for  
6.8 km. Turn left at T- junction on the tar road. Turn left towards the bridge 
crossing the N2 (past Klipheuwel Padstal). Continue to the T-junction, turn 
right onto Heyns, left onto Louis Fourie, left onto Olckers, and first left 
onto JB Muller. Take a footpath towards the beach, turn left, go on until 
you join Kus in Reebok. Continue on Kus and turn left on 9th Ave., cross 

the railway onto Blesbok. At the three way stop, 
turn right. Cross the R102 and 

take the first road right onto 
Sandhoogte and back  

to the starting 
point.

 Whale and dolPhin WatChing hot sPots

From June to December an estimated 2000 to 2500 Southern 
Right Whales arrive on the shores of the Southern Cape to give 
birth. Though not as common, Humpbacks, Bryde’s and Killer 
Whales are also known to visit the coast between Mossel Bay 
and Glentana. Whale and dolphin watching is a very popular 
pastime in this region, with viewing points situated in Glentana, 
Great Brak and Little Brak River. Remember your binoculars.

 Canoeing hot sPots

Several waterways in the area are restricted to non-motorised 
craft, providing many opportunities for canoeing on the 
lagoon, along the Great Brak River and surrounding tributaries. 
Canoes and paddle boats can be rented from Pine Creek 
Holiday Resort in Amy Searle Street: 044 620 2434

 aRt Route

You will find 14 local artists along this route that covers Little Brak 
River, Fraaiuitsig, Reebok, Tergniet, Great Brak River and Glentana. 
Experience art in all its forms! 

The venues listed are open all year round, but please make an 
appointment to visit – a list of artists and their contact numbers 
are given on the following spread.

For More information contact the Great Brak River Info Office at 
De Dekke, Great Brak River: 044 620 2550  
or visit www.mosselbayart.co.za

 WolWedans daM

The Wolwedans Dam was completed in early 1990. The first in 
South Africa single centre arch-gravity dam made of roller 
compacted concrete, fully relying on three-dimensional arch 
action for stability. Visits can be arranged with the caretaker: 
Adam – 044 876 0065

  BiRding hot sPots

Hot Spots as indicated by the bird logo. Hot Spots include the river 
mouth, beach and island, Mossienes Avenue and Kleinvlei Road.

 FRagRanCe Route

Experience an explosion of senses along the panoramic views  
of mountain, colour, flora and wildlife. Meet the people along  
the road, each with unique talents and interests. Farming activities 
include: dairy, wildlife, ostriches, flowers and bees.

 hydRo-eleCtRiC PoWeR station

In 1916 an intake was built near Friemersheim and the water led 
into storage dams above the village by means of a 19 km furrow. 
Due to World War 1 the power station was only completed in 
1924. Great Brak was the first town in the Eden district to have 
electricity.

Visits can be arranged for Thursdays:  
044 620 3338 (09:00 to 16:00)

 Fishing hot sPots

Hot Spots are indicated with the fish and hook logo. The most 
common fish caught in the area are Steenbras, Grunter and 
Leervis. If fishing along the beach, please remember to get a 
permit from the Post Office: 044 620 2201

 Vishoek

A critical bio-diversity hot spot is situated on the southern end 
of Hersham in Great Brak River, on the east side of the Island 
where the dune rises some sixty metres above sea level.

The surrounding dunes are formed by loose windblown sand 
from the sea over older, harder deposits of dune rock some  
10 000 years and older. The Vishoek trail leads from Morrison 
Road, across from the Golf estate entrance, along the dune 
bank, terminating at ‘cave rock’ at the river mouth. The trail 
offers beautiful views over the Island and of Mossel Bay in the 
distance. The river alongside this ancient dune offers several 
pools for swimming.
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 aRt Route

For More information contact the Great Brak River Info Office at 
De Dekke, Great Brak River: 044 620 2550 
or visit www.mosselbayart.co.za

FRaai uitsig, ReeBok & teRgniet aRtists

Pieter Swart (Gallery & Studio) 082 956 5335

Marie Visser  072 437 8162

Carin Janse van Rensburg 071 353 1251

Stella Logie  082 829 5404

Edwin & Rita Vos  081 559 3526

gReat BRak aRtists

Anny Maddock  082 694 6751

Lynda Jacobsen 072 291 5541

Henk du Plessis  083 318 2920

Art @ 39 Long (Gallery)  082 576 3338

Spies Venter (Private Studio) 082 922 4663

L’Art @ Charles Street (Gallery) 072 788 3009

Laurinda Smit (Gallery on 103) 082 738 8011

Elsabè Visser  082 956 4268

Marnitz Steyn Art (Gallery) 082 788 8500

5. the southern Cross Walk 

Start at Great Brak River Info Office (near De Dekke 
Restaurant) on the R102. Walk past the complex towards the 
river. Carefully cross the R102 into Southern Cross Road and 
continue towards the beach. At the beach parking area turn 
right into Orion Road and continue walking until the end of  
the road. Return by the same route to the Info Office.

Time: Approx 45 – 60 minutes

6. the island Walk

Start at Transkaroo Restaurant in Morrison Road. Walk for about 
50 metres in an easterly direction. Cross Morrison Road at The 
Island turn-off. Cross the narrow wooden bridge to The Island. 
A circular road takes you around The Island. There are numerous 
alley ways down to the river’s edge and the beach. Explore this 
interesting island with its Milkwood trees and typical beach 
vegetation. Return to Transkaroo via the same route.

Time: Approx 20 – 30 minutes

7. the Circle Walk

The circle walk takes you around the village – for those who 
prefer a longer walk. Start and end at any of the numerous 
parking areas around the village. The trail involves walking 
around the river and village along Long Street and Station 
Road, crossing the two bridges at either end of the village.  
Care should always be taken when crossing roads and bridges, 
and hiking gear is preferable.

Distance: Approx 5 km        Time: 70 – 90 minutes

MidbRAk MeAndeR
Between Mossel Bay and George you will locate the Midbrak 
Area. This includes the quaint little towns of Little Brak River, 
Reebok, Tergniet, Great Brak River, Hersham, Outeniqua Beach 
and Glentana – with smaller areas in between. 

Get off the N2 Highway and discover what this pristine area can 
offer you: the best whale watching along the Garden Route from 
Reebok and Tergniet; Great Brak River with its abundance of art, 
craft and coffee shops; various hiking, cycle and 4x4 trails;  
18 km of unspoilt sandy beaches with an abundance of sea life, 
including the endangered oyster catcher; great restaurants  
and B&Bs. 

 FRagRanCe Route

Lavender and chilli shortbread, a historic church and armfuls of 
freshly cut lavender form part of the Fragrance Route. Take a  
36 km round trip starting from Great Brak River along the road 
which winds up to Friemersheim, alongside which there is a 
profusion of flowers, including fynbos, agapanthus and  
arum lilies. 

Also along the route is Brother’s Coffee, a lion farm and two 
private game reserves. 

The first sight entering Friemersheim is the church built in 1870 
by German missionaries. Surrounded by ancient trees, it makes 
for a tranquil rest stop before smelling the lavender.

3. history Walk

Start at Die Ou Pastorie Restaurant in Long Street. Walk in a 
northerly direction past some vegetable plots on your right. You will 
pass the heritage home called Fairholme, the Searle Memorial 
Church and Westbank.  Turn left at the intersection and continue till 
you find the Great Brak River Museum on your left. Turn back and 
walk to the intersection and cross the bridge to the Bolton Shoe 
Factory – home of the Grasshopper shoes! The factory outlet shop 
is open to the public. Return to Die Ou Pastorie on the same route.

Time: Approx 50 – 70 minutes

4. Pepper tree Walk

Begin at Hough’s Herb Garden in Mossienes Avenue. Turn left 
and walk to the corner of Station and Mossienes Avenue. Stop 
to admire one of the oldest and largest pepper trees in South 
Africa (11.2 m) on the boundary of Chris Spies Art Gallery. 
Cross the road to the right, past the back of Pick n Pay. On the 
right you will see Belhambra House (Post Office) and to your 
left the Head Office of Bolton Footwear. Next to Belhambra is 
the old Bioscope – now Auctioneers. Continue on to St. John’s 
Anglican Church and the Apostolic Church. Cross the road 
towards the river and walk past a group of original factory 
workers’ cottages. A short distance away you will find a farm 
gate and open fields. Climb over the fence using the wooden 
stile and continue on the farm path until the Hydro-Electrical 
Power Station (still in working order). 

Walking further in not recommended due to flood damage. 
Return via the same route to Hough’s Herbal Garden. 

Time: Approx 50 – 75 minutes 

 gReat BRak RiVeR Walking tRails – short Walks

1. 103 steps Walk

Start at Peperboom Restaurant in Long Street. Turn South – 
walk 20 metres, turn right into Sandhoogte Road. (Suiderkruis 
Security is on your  left) walk 500 m from the stop street  
where you will find ‘103 Steps’ – an interesting land art garden – 
opposite Groenkloof. The garden is open to the public – enjoy 
and follow the paths and be sure to walk the labyrinth at the 
top of the garden. Return to Peperboom via the same route.

Time: Approx 30 – 45 minutes

2. Vleiland & nature Walk

Begin in Long Street at the Ellen van Rensburg Library 
(opposite Peperboom Restaurant). Walk through the library 
parking area, past the squash court and play school. Follow the 
gravel road around the cricket field and past the bowls and 
jukskei clubs on your left. You will find a wide track turning to 
the left – continue on this track through the vlei area of the 
river. You will discover small vegetable plots, a variety of vlei 
vegetation, storm water canals and furrows and a variety of 
birdlife. The track turns left a small distance before a small 
heritage cottage: “Die Rooidak Huisie”. Turn left into Long 
Street and continue back to the starting point.

Time: Approx 30 – 40 minutes

 aCCoMModation

hotels

eden Country inn ** 
Old National Road, Little Brak River 044 696 6262

PRiVate gaMe ReseRVes

Botlierskop Private game Reserve 
Little Brak River 044 696 6055

hakuna Matata game Farm 
Grootsorgfontein, Great Brak River 084 800 4035

guest houses & B&Bs

aan Melkhoutkloof guest house 
3 Gans Lane, Outeniqua Strand, Glentana 044 879 1444

at 29 Columba 
29 Columba Circle, Great Brak River 082 745 8314

at Whale-Phin guest house 
8 Grysbok Avenue, Rheebok 082 493 3251

C’ the View **** 
277 Kus Road, Tergniet, Little Brak River 044 620 2439

island lodge B&B 
3 Park Road, The Island, Great Brak River 079 399 0930

ResoRts, CaRaVans & CaMPing

dwarswegstrand Resort *** 
GG Cilliers Street, Dwarswegstrand,  
Great Brak River 044 879 1010

selF CateRing

a Bit of home 
21 Franklin Road, Great Brak River 044 801 2524

aloe eden self Catering 
91 Gordonia Avenue, Reebok 044 696 6506

Joan’s Place 
51 Acacia Road, The Island, Great Brak River 083 681 4459

Milkwood Cottage 
35 Margaret West Street, Hersham Beach, 
Great Brak River 072 455 7967

tussen spore self Catering Cottage 
4 Harris Street, Great Brak River 044 620 2771

Little Brak River
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